


The Changing Face Of What Is Means 

To Be A Christian In A Globalised World 



Introduction 

The poor are 

rich in patience 

 – Ayi Kwei Armah 

“ “ 



Power, 

advantage, 

dominance 

and monopoly 

does not allow 

for a level 

playing field. 

...Introduction 



the church in the 

global South has 

moved on from 

being merely a 

recipient of 

missionaries to 

becoming senders 

as well. 
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God’s mission demands a 

stepping out in faith and 

every step of faith is not 

devoid of risks. 

...Introduction 



Salvation in Christ 

Jesus is by grace 

through faith   

          – Eph 2:8. 
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But we can only make progress in the global 

church through honest dialogue and careful 

discernment. We must remain committed to the 

teachings of Scripture that affirm that those 

who are in Christ Jesus, have “received the Spirit 

of sonship” (Rom 8:15b) and are “members together 

of one body, and sharers together in the promise in 

Christ Jesus.” (Eph 3:6). 
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Understanding The Context  

a. Identity 

A follower of Jesus derives their 

identity from Christ. Our identity in 

Christ in the global church has 

consequences on both personal 

discipleship as well as 

ecclesiastical practice. 



b. Expectations 

What Are the Western Expectations On Non-Western 

People  

• Stereotypes e.g. Poor at time keeping. 

• To bring about instant results.  

• Theology.  

What Are the Non-Western Expectations of Western 

Christians 

• Stereotypes e.g. materially well off and generous.  

• Hospitality. 

• To be good listeners. 

• To live holy lives. 

Understanding The Context  



c. Assumptions 

• Generalisations. 

• Disciplemaking is individualised. 

• Suggestions and feelings of those from the global 

South need to be respected in mission dialogues.  

• Majority of the world now understand the existence of a 

great spiritual darkness in the West.  

Understanding The Context  



Overcoming The Hurdles 

a. Equality And Friendship 

 The church must 

intentionally demonstrate 

that the cross of Christ 

has broken down all the 

barriers that came about 

as result of sin e.g. 

segregation. 



b. The Need For Change 

1. To be biblical – We can learn 

from the New Testament church 

in Acts 10, Ephesians 2 and 

Galatians 3:26-28, as well as 

from the eschatological church in 

Revelation 7:9-10 what God’s 

intention for the church is. It is 

that people from all types of 

backgrounds can worship Him 

united in spirit and in truth. 

 

Overcoming The Hurdles 



2. To embrace cultural diversity – there is need 

to ensure that people who are different from us 

and are part of our churches sense that they 

belong. 

3. To build sustainable models – We must give 

careful thought to the practical challenges of 

transiting existing churches from being 

monocultural to multicultural. We also need to 

carry out a reality check to determine whether 

we are intentional enough in making this 

happen. 

 

Overcoming The Hurdles 



4. To be intentional – We 

must acknowledge the 

huge changes that have 

already happened, but 

more still needs to be done 

to genuinely put into 

practice what we preach 

about equality in the body 

of Christ. 

Overcoming The Hurdles 



What Must We Do? 

1. Change our attitude – confront patronising and racist 

attitudes. 

2. Be inclusive – leadership, worship and social events 

should be inclusive.  

3. Work hard – We must not give up despite the difficulties 

in building multicultural ministry teams. 

4. Love sincerely – Develop a sincere interest in each other 

for the Bible teaches us that, “love must be sincere” (Rom 

12:9a). 

5. Be filled with the Holy Spirit – In order to submit to the 

Lordship and guidance of God’s Spirit and enable us to 

discern God’s direction. 



Conclusion 

• The diaspora community often undergo an identity 

crisis. 

• Faith in Christ leads to a redefined identity where the 

old goes and the new comes (2Cor 5:17).  

• The two key words, in my view, in this discussion of a 

redefined identity in the global church are 

‘intentionality’ and ‘love’.  


