Honduras

Total area:
112,492 km2
Population:
8,448,465 (2013)
Literacy:
73%
Oﬃcial languages:
Spanish
GDP (PPP) per capita:
$5,492 (2017 est.)
Life expectancy:
73 years
Religions:
47% Catholic, 36% Protestant, 17% Atheist or Agnostic

Prayer points
Devastation caused by hurricanes
Please pray for the people of Nicaragua, Honduras and Guatemala following November 2020’s
devastation caused by Hurricanes Eta and Iota. Over three million people were aﬀected. Pray for all
the NGOs who worked to bring in food, medicine, doctors, counsellors and sanitation experts as part
of their emergency response. Keep them save from COVID-19 in their work. Pray for all those who
remain without a home to go back to, that the Lord covers them with His indescribable peace in this
time. (Mission Aviation Fellowship UK - February 2021)
Lockdown repercussions
Many more people are begging on the streets and food is being stolen from people as they leave
supermarkets. Up to 80% of Hondurans have lost their jobs due to lockdown, many have gone hungry
and it is likely most children’s education has suﬀered greatly during this time due to lack of, for
example, internet access or stationery. Pray for God’s grace on this impossibly diﬃcult time families
are facing. (Church Mission Society - August 2020)
Street Kids Direct protecting street children
In Tegucigalpa, Honduras, many children live on the streets and many are at high risk of doing so.
Often these children have chosen to leave home because of ill-treatment; they feel it is safer to be on
the streets. Some of them are even sent by desperate or negligent parents to work to support the
family. The charity Street Kids Direct partners with projects that aim to stop this injustice. The Church
Mission Society works with Street Kids Direct mentors to develop the full potential of at-risk teens. The
mentoring programme’s vision is to place a caring and consistent adult in the lives of every high-risk
child. Please pray for the at-risk children and teenagers who beneﬁt from such programmes, and for
the leaders’ endurance. (Church Mission Society - February 2020)

Education for children without paperwork
In Tegucigalpa, Honduras, life is cheap, life is unsure, and life is scary. A CMS mission partner is
working with children here, many of whom grow up in unstable families, and cannot go to school
because they don’t have an oﬃcial birth certiﬁcate. Often, the only option for these children as they
grow up is to join gangs, which oﬀer them a good income, status, and for the ﬁrst time, a place to
belong. Pray that God would bring transformation in this dark place, and open doors for children to go
to school and create bright futures for themselves. (Church Mission Society) (Church Mission Society
- September 2018)
Reaching Prisoners
Honduras is in a state of political unrest with protests, riots, looting and violence. Yet God is at work in
one of the most corrupt and violent places on earth. There are amazing opportunities to reach
prisoners, the police force and the military. More and more police oﬃcers have been requesting
Bibles. A partnership between the Bible Society in Honduras and the Christian Police Ministry has seen
Bible studies established in police stations. There is also an increasing interest in the more formal
presence of army chaplains in all the military bases as a result. Over 16,000 police and military are
now attending spiritual meetings nationwide. There’s such hunger to study the Bible. At two
maximum security prisons in Honduras God has opened the door wide. More than 2,000 maximum
security prisoners now have personal Bibles. Praise God that throughout the prison system 10,000
detainees meet for weekly Bible studies. (Bible Society Northern Ireland - March 2018)
Lockdown in Honduras
Many more people are begging on the streets and food is being stolen from people as they leave
supermarkets. Up to 80 per cent of Hondurans have lost their jobs due to lockdown, many have gone
hungry and it is likely most children’s education has suﬀered greatly during this time due to lack of,
for example, internet access or stationery. Pray for God’s grace on this impossibly diﬃcult time
families are facing. (Church Mission Society - June 2020)
Re-location of the Riverbank Community
With an average of 20 murders committed every day, Honduras is one of the world’s most violent
countries. Living in a crime-riddled riverbank slum in San Pedro Sula, Honduras’ second largest city,
it’s no wonder families like Angela’s go to bed frightened. “Dear Heavenly Father, we pray that the
violence and corruption that characterises Honduras will give way to a peaceful and just society for
all. We pray for a dignifying relocation process for the riverbank community and that they may be
able to live in safety. Please may joy overﬂow where it seems impossible right now. In Jesus’ name we
pray. Amen.” (Church Mission Society - May 2017)
Fishers of men
Pastor Harlan Macklin always had a dream to use technology to overcome the diﬃculties of travel in
his remote area of Puerto Lempira, a tiny ﬁshing village on the coast of Honduras. The community is
about 200 miles away from the nearest major city and can only be accessed by boat or regional
airplanes. Earlier this year he joined forces with two engineer friends to establish a church-based
radio station to reach into the lives of people around him who had never heard the gospel message.
The station went on-air in July using the commonly spoken language of Mískito. Pray for the staﬀ of
this ﬂedgling station as they seek to reﬂect the message of Jesus through their messages and music.
(Reach Beyond - September 2015)
Progress for the poor
Over the last decade Tearfund’s partner Comisión de Acción Social Menonita (CASM) has been
working with poverty-stricken communities in Honduras to bring the hope of a better future. CASM is
improving education levels, providing vocational training for young people, reducing violence and
helping the residents lobby the government for resettlement. It’s an ongoing struggle, but there are
signs of progress. An agreement has been signed to relocate 179 families out of a riverbank slum

community known as Los Bordos – although this is partly to make way for a new highway, and is
taking time to implement. Pray that those in authority who are involved in the negotiation process will
have the best interests of the residents at heart, and that many families will soon have a safer,
healthier place to live. (Tearfund - November 2014)
The Miskito
The Miskito people are an indigenous group living in the remote area of La Mosquitia in Honduras. For
many years they have been marginalised and subject to unfair occupation of their lands. Their
struggles have been met with indiﬀerence from the government and society as a whole. Tearfund
partner Mopawi has been working with the Miskito people for many years, promoting development,
justice and indigenous rights in what has often felt like an uphill and unpopular struggle. Finally, their
persistence has paid oﬀ with the government recently granting signiﬁcant land and territorial rights to
the Miskito people. Pray this will quickly translate into big material and spiritual change for this
vulnerable group. (Tearfund - March 2014)
Unable to aﬀord school
Most parents in Honduras desire the best education for their children. Unfortunately, those who do not
make much money are unable to pay for school supplies and fees, and often need their children to
help with chores around the house or send them out to ﬁnd jobs. According to Honduras’ National
Statistics Institute, only 5.3% of the population has reached undergraduate education. For the
majority of children who drop out of school, opportunities become more and more limited. Pray for the
ministry of a girls’ home, within our Honduras network, that is working hard to address this issue by
giving the girls support for their education, the opportunity to gain work experience and life skills
lessons. (Viva - September 2013)
Extreme poverty
One of the poorest parts of Honduras is Los Bordos, where around 5,500 families exist in squalid
conditions; among open sewage, heaps of rotting rubbish, contaminated water and rampant disease.
The Mennonite Social Action Commission (CASM) has recently been getting alongside these families.
One vital strand of their work focuses on young people - improving their hopes for the future through
skills training in things like making clothes and hairdressing, as well as improving knowledge around
issues such as caring for the environment and citizenship. Pray that the leaders of Honduras will
honour their promises and release funds to help the people of Los Bordos to move to cleaner, safer
locations. Pray too for the local churches in this area, that they will play their vital part in empowering
the people of Los Bordos to have hope, and to escape the cycle of poverty. (Tearfund - September
2012)
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