Ecuador

Total area:
283,520 km2
Population:
16,144,000 (2015)
Literacy:
90%
Oﬃcial languages:
Spanish
GDP (PPP) per capita:
$11,788 (2016 est.)
Life expectancy:
76 years
Religions:
95% Catholic, 4% Protestant, 1% other

Prayer points
Electrician accepts Jesus through Christian radio
An electrician was installing electrical wiring in a house in Quito, Ecuador. The project was going to
take three days. When he arrived at the house, the home owner was listening to a Christian radio
station called HCJB. The electrician had no interest in religion and asked her to turn it oﬀ. She told him
that it was her house and it would stay on! After three days of listening he had accepted Jesus as his
Saviour, and 20 years later he is a deacon in the church and still listening to HCJB! Pray for the
ministry of HCJB Radio in Ecuador, especially their FM station aimed at young people. (Reach Beyond February 2020)
Economic and political stability
Six out of every ten ‘economically active’ Ecuadorians are not in full-time employment. Pray for
economic and political stability in the midst of increasing levels of under-employment, and, with the
mistrust of the increasing numbers of Venezuelan refugees, pray that churches in Ecuador ﬁnd ways
to work alongside these refugees, and begin to rebuild trust. (Latin Link - June 2019)
Clean water prevents diseases
According to the United Nations, poor sanitation kills 1.5 million children a year. Drinking
contaminated water can lead to diarrhoea, the world’s second leading killer of children. A clean water
system installed in the Ecuadorian village of Iwia was inaugurated last year with the involvement of
the whole community. This included labour, training and maintenance, as well as education for
families on essential health and sanitation practices. Throughout this process the love of God has
been shared with the Achuar people of Iwia in many diﬀerent ways and individuals have been

impacted both physically and spiritually. Pray that they will continue to be challenged about their
need for the Water of Life. (Reach Beyond - February 2019)
Courageous students in Latin America
Without a doubt, the greatest strength of students in Latin America is their initiative to be involved in
mission. In many of the movements there are only one or two workers, who support students in
various universities and even in cities. Students are the main protagonists of the university mission!
Poverty, corruption and violence are huge challenges for students in Latin America. However, perhaps
the greatest challenge is for students to not be ashamed of their faith, but instead to share and
connect with the academic and social world. Please pray for courageous communities of students who
know and live in God’s word, who share their love for Jesus, who are serving the needs of the
vulnerable, and who enter the academic and ideological discussions of the university from the
perspective of a mature and complete faith. (IFES - December 2018)
"I am now here"
‘”I heard your voice when I came in. Are you the one who does the programmes in the afternoons?” A
woman, about 35, stood in front of radio station HCJB2's manager, Francisco. He had noticed her
uneasiness during the tour of the station in Guayaquil. "Yes,” he replied. “That’s me. Can I help you?"
She broke down in tears and was sobbing so hard Francisco could only ﬁnd out her name was Sara.
Finally she could explain her tears: "A few months ago I wrote to your station’s WhatsApp during the
programme and told you my problem. Without knowing me, you gave me a word from God. That
afternoon I was going to commit suicide, and thanks to what you told me on the radio and your
messages on the phone, I am now here. And I can only thank you for that." Pray for the impact of
HCJB2 as they spread the good news of Jesus throughout the coastal region of Ecuador. (Reach
Beyond - March 2018)
Flying for Fun in Ecuador
A new Kodiak aircraft is ﬂying for fun in Ecuador! Perfectly adapted for jungle ﬂying the aircraft
recently transported 200 children supported by Compassion to a camp. ‘It was so much fun to ﬂy the
kids in the Kodiak for the ﬁrst time’ writes Pilot Chad Irwin who made several trips back and forth. ‘In
some cases it was the ﬁrst time, we had even landed in their community!’ Give thanks that our
aircraft can bring fun and encouragement as well as hope and healing to remote communities! Pray
for the young lives touched by youth camps in Ecuador and other countries. That each and every child
would come to know Christ as their Saviour and grow in their faith. (MAF International - November
2016)
Ecuadorian Earthquake
In April, a 7.8 magnitude earthquake hit the north coast of Ecuador. Over 600 died, 25,000 were
injured, and many thousands were made homeless. The pain and the trauma continues for the people
aﬀected. There have been many amazing acts of solidaridad (solidarity) shown by lots of Ecuadorians.
They have given huge donations of food, water and other essential supplies, and many have visited
the aﬀected zones to help in any way they can. Pray for the Ecuadorian people, for the families
aﬀected and for the national church to be able to share the compassion of Christ in this extremely
painful situation. Pray also for the government, seeking to rebuild the devastated towns and villages
in the midst of an economic downturn. (Latin Link - September 2016)
Ecuador earthquake eﬀorts
The 7.8 magnitude earthquake which hit the coastal area of Ecuador in April cost many lives and left
thousands of people homeless. As the relief and re-construction eﬀorts continue one Christian radio
station in Guayaquil has been a lifeline for many. HCJB-2 has been serving the people of western
Ecuador for decades and was therefore in a strategic position to send out messages of help and
advice throughout the recent crisis. Pray for the rebuilding eﬀorts and for those who have lost loved
ones. Also remember HCJB-2 as they try to be the voice of Jesus to people in great need. (Reach

Beyond - May 2016)
Clean water in Ecuador
“I know a little about Jesus but I don’t believe in Him - will you tell me about Him?” This was the
question asked by one man in the community of Santa Rosa in Ecuador. The question came about
after a new clean water system was installed in the heart of this remote community which had very
little spiritual presence when the project began. Many people have now accepted Christ and have
become a witness to the other communities around them. Installing water projects in such places has
a high cost, both ﬁnancial and emotional. All materials and supplies must be ﬂown into the
community. It normally takes 12 to 15 visits to each project and each visit is 3 to 5 days long. Pray for
more remote communities to be impacted for the gospel through water projects. (Reach Beyond March 2016)
Tropical medicine
As a medical doctor specialising in international health and tropical medicine, Jaap Bezemer, with his
wife, Linda, and their four children, is working with Latin Link for the Ministry of Health and has been
placed in Shell, a jungle town in Ecuador only accessible by plane. Jaap’s health clinics provide
opportunities to share his faith with oil workers and local tribes people alike. Meanwhile, by being
involved in the local school and church, the Bezemers are modelling being family in a local
community where many households are broken. Pray for open doors for the Bezemer family, and
boldness to take the opportunities placed before them, as they reach out to local people, especially to
the Achuar tribe. (Latin Link - November 2015)
Clean water projects
The Andean community of Mariana de Jesús in Ecuador were reaching out for clean water for ﬁve
years. Identiﬁed as the poorest of the poor, they were told that if they bought land they would be
given houses and water. So they saved up hard, bought a small plot of land and asked for houses. “To
get houses, you must have water” they were told. So they tried to get water. “To get water, you must
have houses…” To lift them out of this vicious circle, Reach Beyond engineers helped them build their
own water system and experience God’s love in action. A clean water project can be a catalyst for a
whole process of long term development within a community. Pray that relationships will be formed,
the gospel will be shared, and lives will be transformed both physically and spiritually through clean
water projects. (Reach Beyond - September 2015)
The Quechua
The Quechua people are a marginalised people group who live in the Andes. Because of their strong
traditions, some Quechua beliefs and practices can unhelpfully pass into the lives of new believers.
One such belief is that people can get ill because they had a ‘scare’ (and as a result, their spirit
departs from their body), or because they were attacked by a malevolent ‘spirit-wind’. Pray for ATEK,
an organisation promoting the use of Scriptures in the Quechua language, as it develops discipleship
materials to help believers develop a Biblically-shaped worldview. (Latin Link - July 2015)
Answering God's call
Latin Link Guatemala have held their ﬁrst commissioning service. Three Guatemalan missionaries,
Pamela, Emily and Elisa, have all answered God’s call on their lives and have taken the scary step of
using their skills, interests and professions to serve God in another country and culture. They are
preparing to serve God in the UK and in Ecuador. They have already overcome a number of obstacles
to get this far. Pray for them as they discover more of what God has for them. (Latin Link - November
2014)
Developing medication
Nearly four decades after the discovery of River Blindness (onchocerciasis) in Ecuador, the South
American country has now been recognised by the World Health Organization for eliminating this

tropical eye and skin disease. First discovered in Ecuador in 1976 by a Reach Beyond missionary
doctor, the disease is rated as the second-leading infectious cause of blindness globally. Now the
greatest need in the global ﬁght against river blindness is for a new medication that kills not only the
larvae but also the adult worms which cause the disease. Pray for those people working to discover
this medication. (Reach Beyond - November 2014)
Life in abundance
Please pray for those with disabilities in Ecuador. Many suﬀer discrimination and are ignored, while
those who care for them often do not have the knowledge, tools or resources to know how to help.
Please pray for projects like Life in Abundance Trust, which works with children with learning
diﬃculties, helping them to become more independent and assisting them in accessing the resources
to which they should be entitled through the state. Pray especially for a new initiative for mid-to-late
teens in vocational training so that they might even be able to gain some form of employment.
(Church Mission Society - July 2014)
Frightened and confused
There is often a lack of support for women who have experienced domestic violence in South
America. Over the past year a new initiative has begun which aims to help some of these women in
Santo Domingo, Ecuador. Please pray for God to be at work through this ministry as the workers seek
to befriend frightened and confused women and to change attitudes and patterns of behaviour
amongst the men in the community. (Church Mission Society - September 2012)
Mission training
The missionary movement in Latin America is growing signiﬁcantly, with many of these missionaries
serving as bi-vocational workers across the globe. In 2009, it was felt by a number of national and
international mission organisations that this new generation of Latino missionaries required an
innovative and specialised training programme to equip them for the new challenges and
opportunities ahead of them. The Corrientes programme was started in Quito, Ecuador with the
purpose of creating a new cultural missionary training programme using the tool of individual
mentoring. Pray for Corrientes students as they prepare for service overseas, that the Lord will lead
them to the place where he can use them most. (Reach Beyond - March 2012)
Domestic abuse
Ecuadorian society is plagued by high levels of domestic violence and abuse. There are some 83,000
cases each year with eight out of ten women reporting having suﬀered sexual or physical violence.
Pray for organisations and churches working in this context, as they seek to defend the cause of the
fatherless, rescue the weak and needy, ﬁght against injustice, and show Christ’s love in action. (BMS
World Mission - September 2011)
Need for training
Research shows that, due to a lack of suitable training, many Latin American missionaries leave their
ﬁeld of service prematurely. To help with this problem a new partnership training programme has
been started in Ecuador titled Corrientes ('currents' in English). The programme is designed to
prepare Latinos for bi-vocational missionary service around the globe and is staﬀed by trainers from a
number of partner missions. Pray for doctors, nurses, radio producers, engineers and water specialists
who are learning how to be both professionals and missionaries at the same time, so that they will
have greater longevity and eﬀectiveness in their service for the Lord. (Reach Beyond - January 2010)
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