Uruguay

Total area:
176,215 km2
Population:
3,427,000 (2016)
Literacy:
98%
Oﬃcial languages:
Spanish
GDP (PPP) per capita:
$22,271 (2017 est.)
Life expectancy:
76 years
Religions:
55% Catholic, 32% Agnostic or Atheist, 11% Protestant, 1%
Jewish, 1% other religions

Prayer points
Persistence in hostility
Felipe shares that being a student in Uruguay is diﬃcult: “Tertiary education is free, but there’s only
one state public university with many students. Many claim to be atheists, but have never thought
about it. It’s a hostile place to share the gospel. We must be very careful not to clash with university
laws to avoid suspension. It can take years for someone to open up to the gospel. Pray for more
students to be open to the Word. Pray for the university, for wisdom for course organisers, and for
overcrowding not to stop students getting a good education. Pray for Christian student groups, for
persistence and for God to continue working in friends who have heard the Word.” (IFES - May 2018)
The Un-reached of Uruguay
Uruguay is the only country in the Americas besides Canada that lies entirely outside the tropics. It
has the highest percentage of atheists and non-religious people in Latin America and is the most
secularised nation in Latin America. However, we are seeing a growing spiritual openness and more
opportunities to share Christ. Eastern Montevideo is the fastest growing area of the country and only
a small proportion of the middle and upper classes have had the gospel presented to them in a clear
way. Please pray for these unreached people groups to hear the gospel through the eﬀective
witnessing of the Evangelical Christian community. (Serving In Mission - May 2017)
Victims of domestic violence
Please pray for those mothers and children in Montevideo who have no housing options, many of
whom are victims of domestic violence. Hogar Río Branco in the city of Montevideo, run partly by the

Anglican Church, has been operating since October 2012 and houses about 30 mothers and their
children. The aim of Hogar Río Branco is to provide holistic care and to build up these mother’s
abilities, which will allow them to develop self-managed projects and to become self-suﬃcient so that
they can move on to independence with their children. (Church Mission Society - July 2014)
Safe house
Miguel and Marta Tamayo head up the work in the Anglican Cathedral in Montevideo and, through the
churches there, they run many outreach projects across the city. One of these is a Christian youth
hostel safe house where young people without a place to live can stay, as long as they attend school
and abide by the rules of the home. They also run feeding and wellbeing programmes for young
children of disadvantaged families and have recently started a programme which enables women to
get cleaning jobs with the state to help them to support their families. Please pray for these
initiatives, that the people who these ministries touch will experience God’s love and will want to
learn more about Him. (Church Mission Society - November 2011)
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