South Africa

Total area:
1,221,037 km2
Population:
54,956,900 (2015)
Literacy:
82%
Oﬃcial languages:
11, including English and Afrikaans
GDP (PPP) per capita:
$13,321 (2016 est.)
Life expectancy:
58 years
Religions:
73% Protestant, 15% Agnostic or Atheist, 7% Catholic, 2%
Muslim, 1% Hindu, 2% other religions

Prayer points
Radio outreach
Due to the COVID-19 crisis, many African governments have now closed down public gatherings,
including churches. Many Christian radio stations are providing free airtime to pastors; radio dramas
are being produced for oral cultures on the topic of the prevention of the coronavirus; some are
setting up helplines for their communities to help the most vulnerable. One partner station has
opened up airtime to the Muslim community to give advice to their followers, not allowing them to
preach Islam but as a way of showing love to the whole community. Pray that many people will
witness these as salt and light and begin a journey with Christ. (Reach Beyond - May 2020)
The Safe House
The Safe House project in South Africa provides long and short-term foster care for orphaned,
abandoned, and abused children. Each home has a full-time and devoted house mother that raises
and cares for six children 24 hours a day, every day. There is a huge need for this kind of ministry in a
country with a growing number of children orphaned by HIV and drug and alcohol related
abandonment. Please pray for the house mothers, local women who view their role as a calling and
not a job. Also pray for the children, that they will get to know God personally. (Emmanuel
International - September 2017)
Sexual oﬀences
Reuters reports, “In the year to April 2012, more than 64,000 sexual oﬀences, including rape, were
reported in South Africa. Of these, more than 25,000 were assaults on children.” Furthermore, it is

thought that only a fraction of rape cases are actually reported and even if the case is reported and
the suspect(s) caught, only 12% of cases end in conviction. Please pray that God would protect those
who are at risk of being a victim, and that leaders will enforce the law so that victims do not have to
be afraid of reporting a case. Finally, pray for the transformation of potential oﬀenders. Ask God to
touch their hearts and turn them away from the desire to harm others. (Viva - May 2013)
Communities aﬀected by ﬂooding
January’s ﬂooding in Mozambique also aﬀected South Africa’s Limpopo province - the poorest region
in the country. The Limpopo river burst its banks and caused extensive damage to infrastructure and
communities based there. Relief eﬀorts were hampered by damage to over 50 bridges and roads,
preventing assistance reaching those who needed it most. Pray for those aﬀected, particularly those
whose homes and livelihoods have been destroyed. (Mission Aviation Fellowship UK - March 2013)
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