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3 Strands:

(i) what we believe to 
be true about the 
gospel

(ii) what we know about 
creation from our 
research and work in 
the world

(iii) how we live daily as 
individuals and as 
communities so as to 
show the connection 
between (i) & (ii)
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• How does our life of discipleship make us 
excellent story-tellers for whom creation 
care is integral to that very discipleship?

• Creation is groaning, and a life of 
discipleship demands a response to this 
wound.
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• How did we get into this mess? 

• How do we get out of this mess? 

‘Stories are the means by which we navigate the world. They allow us to interpret its complex 
and contradictory signals. We all possess a narrative instinct… You cannot take away 
someone’s story without giving them a new one. It is not enough to challenge an old 
narrative, however outdated and discredited it may be. Change happens only when you 
replace one story with another. When we develop the right story, and learn how to tell it, it 
will infect the minds of people across the political spectrum… [this is] the politics of 
belonging’.

George Monbiot, ‘How do we get out of this mess?’

The Guardian, 09 September 2017.



What do you as a Christian bring to the 
conversation? How do our lives and our words 
try to offer a better story and Christian 
response to this wound?

How are we different?

… We belong to Jesus.
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Two extremes: • despair   • hubris 

The focus of the work of Jesus... was the inauguration 
of a new thing. This imagination and action stood 
against all the discerned data and in the face of the 
doubt and resistance of those to whom he came. That 
ultimate energizing gave people a future when they 
believed that the grim present was the end and the 
only possible state of existence... it is a new future... 
beyond human understanding (Phil 4:7) and human 
control.

Walter Brueggemann, The Prophetic Imagination, p. 97
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We attend to the wound by being with and for the discarded.

Can you embrace ALL the things of creation?
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And the Lord God made garments of skins for the 
man and for his wife and clothed them.

Genesis 3:21
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