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[SLIDE 1] 
 
Creation Care – An Optional Extra? 

Bom dia! Good morning! 

The task I was given for today was to say something about a theology of care for creation and its 
relationship with justice and compassion. We all might know it's not an optional extra, but then 
what? Or ‘what now?’ especially given what we have heard from Chris about the foundations of our 
faith and the biblical mandate to care for creation. 

[SLIDE 2] 

A huge challenge for all of us is how to get beyond these circles of A Rocha fans or preaching to the 
converted. We need to find ways to connect three strands: (i) what we believe to be true about the 
gospel, (ii) what we know about creation from our research and work in the world, and (iii) how we 
live daily as individuals and as communities so as to show the connection between (i) & (ii).  

To link these consider the discarded. We'll get back to this. 

We know creation is good, we know it is all under the lordship of Christ and we know it is part of 
God’s plan of redemption. Now what?  

How does our life of discipleship make us excellent story-tellers for whom creation care is integral to 
that very discipleship? 

[SLIDE 3] 

We have to become excellent storytellers because the gospel demands this of us. We know why we 
are here and we know that as Christians we are called to care for creation. But I believe that our task 
goes beyond categorizing biblical truths about creation. In light of those truths – in light of the 
goodness, glory & goal of creation, which we affirm – our task is about offering a response to 
something that must be addressed.  

In the last year we have seen earthquakes, cyclones, hurricanes, wars and a pandemic that have 
killed or displaced millions. Theology is a response to a wound. Creation is groaning, and a life of 
discipleship demands a response to this wound.  

We’re not the only ones noticing the wound. There are people out there, scientists and teachers and 
students, most whom are not Christians but who know that there is a wound. Storytellers of 
different kinds, different colours and different places trying to respond to this wound.  

George Monbiot, a writer, gives us two big questions that can frame our discussions1:  



[SLIDE 4] 

1. How did we get into this mess?  
2. How do we get out of this mess?  

In biblical-theological language we might refer to 'mess' as 'fallenness' or 'sin'. Perhaps 'mess' is 
actually a much better word.  

Monbiot continues: 
[“Stories are the means by which we navigate the world. They allow us to interpret its complex and 
contradictory signals. We all possess a narrative instinct… You cannot take away someone’s story 
without giving them a new one. It is not enough to challenge an old narrative, however outdated 
and discredited it may be. Change happens only when you replace one story with another. When we 
develop the right story, and learn how to tell it, it will infect the minds of people across the political 
spectrum… [this is] the politics of belonging.”1] 

Monbiot’s idea is brilliant. But I wonder, belonging to whom or to what? I think he means belonging 
to one another, to a community with shared values etc. Not a bad answer. But what do we as 
Christians have to offer that adds to what Monbiot is proposing? 
What do you as a Christian bring to the conversation? How do our lives and our words try to offer a 
better story and Christian response to this wound? 

[SLIDE 5] 

How are we different? At the heart of the difference is following Jesus – there is a particular way of 
hearing, seeing and acting in a fallen world that is only made possible by following Jesus. To use 
Monbiot’s language – the politics of belonging... we belong to Jesus. And that makes all the 
difference in the world.  

The Christian story of belonging is a better, truer story because it tells the story of a particular kind 
of belonging, of belonging to our Creator God and to following God’s Son in particular ways, no 
matter what the politics of the day might be. But I’m not sure Christians have been very good 
storytellers and this is where discipleship and the discarded come in.  

Part of what we’re doing here is a type of missiological exercise. We are answering the questions: 
how did we get into this mess? And how do we get out of this mess?  

What does it mean to follow Jesus in light of the woundedness of creation?  

Walter Brueggemann explains that in the biblical narratives we often see Israel navigating between 
two extremes & God offering another option. The two extremes are:  

[SLIDE 6] 

1. Despair – there is nothing we can do, the world is a mess and we are stuck with this mess. 

2. The other extreme is hubris –  we need to roll up our sleeves and get to work. More and better 
technology, more awareness.. we can do this! This is perhaps where many of us fall into. We can get 

 
1 George Monbiot, “How do we get out of this mess?” in The Guardian, 09 September 2017. 



ourselves out of this if we just rally the church & speak up. We caused this mess and we are the 
solution to this mess. 

The promise, the prophetic voice of Christian theology is God breaking into this conversation in a 
new and unexpected way.  'This is Jesus, my beloved Son. Follow him'. As Brueggemann writes: 'The 
focus of the work of Jesus... was the inauguration of a new thing. This imagination and action stood 
against all the discerned data and in the face of the doubt and resistance of those to whom he came. 
That ultimate energizing gave people a future when they believed that the grim present was the end 
and the only possible state of existence... it is a new future... beyond human understanding (Phil 4:7) 
and human control.' 2 

Trust in & follow Jesus is a third way – yes, we are the cause of this mess, but we are not THE 
solution. The task of Christian hope is being such storytellers that show that Jesus promises that he 
is making all things new, holding all things together in himself – that is the better narrative, it is that 
story that makes sense of our fears and our hopes, our suffering and our healing. This allows us to 
attend to the mess and to participate in the healing of the woundedness of creation by participation 
in Jesus’ life, it is the politics of belonging to Jesus.  

[SLIDE 7] 

How do we belong to Jesus and thus attend to the wound? We attend to the wound by being with 
and for the discarded. We don’t just try to fix things. The life of discipleship entails actually 
embracing the mess – can you embrace the things of creation – things and people that are messy? It 
is embracing even the ugly, the angry, the hostile and unlovable. We embrace them – people and 
things – not because of statistics of how endangered they are but because there, in them, we will 
find our Lord. Jesus is in and with the discarded and if we want to like Jesus and belong to Jesus, that 
is also where we need to be.  

What Monbiot calls a 'mess' is what Pope Francis calls 'culture if discard', in the Portuguese version 
of his encyclical Laudato Si (2015). In English the term is our ‘throwaway culture.’3 

A fully Christian response is in the one who says 'all creation holds together in me'. In the telling of 
this story, we are able to hold, to be with the discarded in ways that live out that hope, in ways that 
are not all about being confident that we are the solution and not despairing either. The only way to 
overcome despair is the public presentation of hope (Brueggemann) – it is being those excellent 
storytellers whose very lives show that God created all things good and that all creation holds 
together in Christ. 

[SLIDE 8 – Sam] 

A life of discipleship is a life of witness, it is being with the discarded in ways that show the goodness 
of God’s creation and in ways that affirm the goal of creation under Christ’s lordship. 

In a throwaway culture, a culture of discard, being with and for the discarded displays a type of 
belonging that the world is groaning to hear and to see. It is this story that we are called to live, this 
story which we are called to tell, over and over again in our daily lives.  

 
2 

 
Walter Brueggemann, The prophetic imagination. Fortress Press, 1978, p. 97. Cf. also Brueggemann’s The Land.  

3 http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-
si.html 



[SLIDE 9] 

I want to conclude with the well-known texts of Genesis 1, 2 and 3. 

You know the story well. God created the heavens and the earth and all that is in them. And God 
said that it was good. All of it brings delight to God.  

Then Eve has a conversation with the serpent. It is the first time in the Bible that a conversation 
happens without God being part of it. It is a conversation about the garden without the gardener, 
the creature without the creator. The serpent’s proposal is enticing: first, he proposes that there is a 
mess that needs fixing or at least a desire that needed to be satisfied. And so the woman eats and 
gives also to her husband. And lo, another mess, a much bigger mess.  

Gen 3:7 says, then the eyes of both were opened and they knew that they were naked. – i.e. we’ve 
made a mess! And they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves – i.e. let’s try 
to fix this mess, we can do this! 
v. 8: they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze...  

You know how it goes & what God says to them and the serpent. But then, look at v. 21: And the 
Lord God made garments of skins for the man and for his wife, and clothed them. 

Yes, Adam and Eve still messed up, God’s people still mess up, you & I mess up time and again, but 
the gospel good news, the story we must tell over and over again is just this: God is still in the 
business of making new garments. A life of discipleship calls us into participating in this garment-
making work as Jesus makes all things new in himself. This work, this redemption includes especially 
the redemption of the discarded, embracing the things and the people that have been thrown away. 
That life, that discipleship is the most beautiful story we get to tell. And it's not an optional extra. 


