
LOOKING INWARDS  

Deuteronomy 8:1-5 

v1  God’s purpose to bless us – the PL was a good place and he wanted them to get there. 

God as Guide 

v2 God led them all the way in the desert over 40 years – cloud by day, pillar by night (1:32-33) 

How has God guided you in the past year? What plans came to pass? What plans didn’t? How do you 

feel about that? What have you learned about the ways of God? Has it been a struggle for you? 

God as Teacher 

God is always at work in us, shaping us and forming us. 

To humble you (v2, 3) – how had God done this? How has he made you more dependent in himself? 

What hunger has surfaced in your heart? 

To test you (v2) – trials expose what is in our heart, they bring things to the surface. How have you 

been tested as a person? Has your faith been tested? How has it been strengthened? Refined? 

The big lesson: man does not live on bread alone (Matt 4:4). What ‘props’ were taken away from 

you? How has God’s word fortified you?  

What has been the outstanding lesson for you? 

God as Father 

v5 and 1:31  A new revelation (Proverbs 3:11-12, Hebrews 12:5-6), God as Father 

Manna (v3) – how has God provided for you during this time? 

Clothes and feet (v4) – how has God sustained you? 

 

LOOKING UPWARDS 

Deut 1:19-21 

Fixing our eyes on Jesus 

v19 The Christian life as a journey of following ‘ ‘We set out’ – it is a good land (v25) 

NB ‘the vast and dreadful desert’ 

God as Giver 

v20 Everything has its origin in God – creation and everything in it. Everything is gift. The PL was his 

gift to them. 

The most basic principle of the Christian life: God gives, we receive; he initiates, we respond. It is his 

work, and we are his co-workers. 

v21 Take possession. We receive by faith but must still ‘Go up’ – it involves action. 

What vision has God pout before you for 2021? What do you ‘see’? 



God as Warrior 

v30 God will fight for you – there are powerful enemies wanting to stop you (Amorites) 

Fear – ‘Do not be afraid (v21).’ 

Fear leads to grumbling and disobedience and losing heart 

What fears may stop you from moving forward into the vision God has for you? 

Discouragement – ‘Do not be discouraged’ 

A lack of trust (v32) 

Caleb had a different spirit 

What discouragement from the past restricts your faith for the future? Hand it over to the God who 

fights for you .Are you willing to be of the same spirit as Caleb? 
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