


The Church Across ( i
the World

We will look at six main areas:-

A The world-wide church i the global shift

A A renewed church i Pentecostals rule OK?
A A growing church? i or a static church?

A An unequal church i the poverty divide

A A fragmented church i sin by association
A A moving church i cities and migration
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1. The Global Shift ( Global

Connections
4500
Sources: Center for
the Study of Global
4000 Christianity and
Population Reference
Bureau
3500
& 3000
[
2
'E 2500
[
S
T 2000
=
o
o
O 1500
1000 —
N 5
0 T T T T T T
Europe Latin America Africa Asia North America Oceania

2020 VISION &rinceriany



If the global evangelical church
were a village of 100 people*: Change since 1970

27 would be European

16 would be North American

RIRPRIRPRIRIRERS

1 would be Oceanian

\

9 would be Latin American

RERPRARAR

17 would be African

RRPRIRPREIRIRPRIR

30 would be Asian

* Based on Evangelicals in the world of the 21st century — Dr Peter Brierley



1. The Global Shift ( Global
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Take the story of Christian growth in Africa.

A In 1900, Africa had 10 million Christians
representing about 10% of the population

A By 2000, this figure had grown to 360 million,
representing about 45% of the population.

Quantitatively, this may well be the largest shift

In religious affiliation that has ever occurred.
Source: Believing in the Global South - Philip Jenkins
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\ Global
2. The Renewed Church ( i

&

Evangelicals and Pentecostals now represent a far larger
segment of global Christianity.

These newer churches preach deep personal faith and
communal orthodoxy, gifts of the spirit and Puritanism T and a

return to clear scriptural authority.

In particular Pentecostals, Charismatics and associated
movements have grown in the last 100 years from a handful
to over 600 million.

Source: Center for the Study of Global Christianity
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\ Global
2. The Renewed Church ( g R
Today, If you are a Pentecostal, chances are you are young,
female, poor and living in Africa, Asia or South America - the
regions of the world experiencing the fastest population
growth. You are also the future face of world Christianity.

Five key characteristics: White-hot faith, commitment to a
cause, contagious relationships, rapid mobilisation and
adaptive methods. Source: Steve Addison

How will the western church, trapped in its secularism
and modernity, respond over the next decade to this
shift?
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3. Growth or Stagnation? ( CorAREGHIGHE

&

Yet is there growth really? The world in 1900 was about one
third Christian and it is still the same percentage today.

According to the International Bulletin of Missionary
Research, in 1900 those claiming to be Christian was 558
million out of a world population of 1.6 billion or 34%. Today it
IS only the same with 2.3 billion out of 6.9 billion or 31%.

So have we actually made any progress and only shifted
the centre from the West to the Global South?
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3. Growth or Stagnation? () &b
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3. Growth or Stagnation? ( ety
AToo much mission focuses
A Mission has been left to the professionals
A Women are effective gospel agents

A Will the Global South repeat our mistakes?

The local church needs to assume Its real seat at
t he Omi ssions tabl eod, f or
missiologists and mission agencies.
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4. An Unequal Church ( global

Christians in the Global South make up 60% of all Christians.
However their income is only about 17% of the income of all

Christians.
Source: Atlas of Global Christianity - Todd Johnston/Kenneth Ross

This puts them at a disadvantage in many areas including
health, education, communications and overall quality of life.
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N\ Global
4. An Unequal Church ( ety
The numbers may now be in the Global South but the

money and power are still solidly in the West. How is the
western church going to respond to this?

More Christians worldwide speak Spanish are their first
language than any other language.

How will the English speaking church engage with the
vast majority of the world-wide Christians for whom
English is foreign and in many ways unnecessary?
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5. The Fragmented Church ( g R
Christians are now found in some 41,000 denominations.

Even within similar traditions we are divided into our ghettos 1
sometimes not even speaking to each other.

Christianity has become too fragmented. Existing in a
fragmented world, churches fail to show a united front. There

are so many divisions within Christianity that it is an intriguing
task to clarify a Christian identityo . Moonj ang Lece

How can we witness to a world badly in need of Christ in
a more unified way?
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6. The Moving Church -
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6. The MOVing Church ( ggon%cgcﬁons
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6. The Moving Church ( global

&

Does the UK mission world understand this urban shift,
especially in Asia?

Are our mission priorities and
strategies still based around
rural and people groups - when
people groups are now more
scattered than ever before.

Are we prepared to find news ways of engaging in
this new dynamic of urbanisation?
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