


The Church Across 

the World 

We will look at six main areas:- 

• The world-wide church – the global shift 

• A renewed church – Pentecostals rule OK? 

• A growing church? – or a static church? 

• An unequal church – the poverty divide 

• A fragmented church – sin by association 

• A moving church – cities and migration 



Non-Western  

Christians 



The southern  

church of 2025 



1. The Global Shift 
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1. The Global Shift 

Take the story of Christian growth in Africa.  

• In 1900, Africa had 10 million Christians 

 representing about 10% of the population 

• By 2000, this figure had grown to 360 million,  

 representing about 45% of the population.  
 

Quantitatively, this may well be the largest shift 

in religious affiliation that has ever occurred. 
Source: Believing in the Global South - Philip Jenkins  



GLOBALISATION - 

POLITICS 

How do you see the world? 



2. The Renewed Church 

Evangelicals and Pentecostals now represent a far larger 

segment of global Christianity. 

These newer churches preach deep personal faith and 

communal orthodoxy, gifts of the spirit and Puritanism – and a 

return to clear scriptural authority.  

In particular Pentecostals, Charismatics and associated 

movements have grown in the last 100 years from a handful 

to over 600 million. 
 

Source: Center for the Study of Global Christianity  

 



2. The Renewed Church 

Today, if you are a Pentecostal, chances are you are young, 

female, poor and living in Africa, Asia or South America - the 

regions of the world experiencing the fastest population 

growth. You are also the future face of world Christianity.  

Five key characteristics: White-hot faith, commitment to a 

cause, contagious relationships, rapid mobilisation and 

adaptive methods. Source: Steve Addison 

How will the western church, trapped in its secularism 

and modernity, respond over the next decade to this 

shift? 



3. Growth or Stagnation? 

 
Yet is there growth really? The world in 1900 was about one 
third Christian and it is still the same percentage today.  

According to the International Bulletin of Missionary 
Research, in 1900 those claiming to be Christian was 558 
million out of a world population of 1.6 billion or 34%. Today it 
is only the same with 2.3 billion out of 6.9 billion or 31%. 

So have we actually made any progress and only shifted 
the centre from the West to the Global South? 



3. Growth or Stagnation? 
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3. Growth or Stagnation? 

• Too much mission focuses on ‘Christians’ 

• Mission has been left to the professionals 

• Women are effective gospel agents 

• Will the Global South repeat our mistakes? 

 

The local church needs to assume its real seat at 

the ‘missions table’, for too long dominated by 

missiologists and mission agencies. 

 



The world by income 



4. An Unequal Church 

Christians in the Global South make up 60% of all Christians. 

However their income is only about 17% of the income of all 

Christians.  
Source: Atlas of Global Christianity - Todd Johnston/Kenneth Ross 

This puts them at a disadvantage in many areas including 

health, education, communications and overall quality of life.  



4. An Unequal Church 

While the   
 



4. An Unequal Church 

The numbers may now be in the Global South but the 

money and power are still solidly in the West. How is the 

western church going to respond to this? 

 

More Christians worldwide speak Spanish are their first 

language than any other language.  

 

How will the English speaking church engage with the 

vast majority of the world-wide Christians for whom 

English is foreign and in many ways unnecessary? 



5. The Fragmented Church 

Christians are now found in some 41,000 denominations.  

Even within similar traditions we are divided into our ghettos – 

sometimes not even speaking to each other.  

“Christianity has become too fragmented. Existing in a 

fragmented world, churches fail to show a united front. There 

are so many divisions within Christianity that it is an intriguing 

task to clarify a Christian identity”. Moonjang Lee  

How can we witness to a world badly in need of Christ in 

a more unified way? 



6. The Moving Church 
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The growing cities 

in the south 



6. The Moving Church 

Does the UK mission world understand this urban shift, 

especially in Asia?  

Are our mission priorities and 

strategies still based around 

rural and people groups - when 

people groups are now more 

scattered than ever before. 

 

Are we prepared to find news ways of engaging in 

this new dynamic of urbanisation?  



6. The Moving Church 

The western world professionalised mission to full-time 

faith based ‘missionaries’. 

There are 1.3 million Filipinos in Saudi Arabia, Bahrain 

and the UAE. Probably this means there are 100,000 

evangelicals among them – and 300 Filipino churches in 

Saudi Arabia alone. What an incredible missional 

opportunity. 

Is the church and mission community in the West 

prepared to look at new forms of engagement?  



The Church Across the World 

Globalisation has a special relevance for Christians 

because the Christian faith is essentially a global faith.  

What place does the western church and mission movement 

have as part of the new worldwide church? 

Can we replace the ‘us and them’ perspective (West to the 

rest) by a worldwide ‘we’? 

Can the church engage in the mission of God is new ways? 

Together we can be a new community – a 100 places 

learning from each other, with no one single centre or 

single type of mission activity. 


